
 
 
 
 

August 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
We’ll soon be welcoming you and your child to a new 
year at Little Oaks One! We are so glad most of you 
were able to come along to a taster session so you have 
some sense of the way we use our space and facilities 
and of the experiences we plan for your children. We 
provide a warm, inviting and challenging environment 
where each child is cherished and valued as they grow 
and develop. Opportunities for one-one one and small 
group experiences mean that your child’s confidence 
will grow, independence will flourish and meaningful 
learning will take place. We know that every child has a 
different set of needs, so for settling in we always play 
it very much by ear, supporting the needs of your child 
(and you!) at every stage. I am including our settling-in guide and FAQ sheet which I hope you find useful.  
 

In terms of your first day, let’s start in the car park. There is plenty of parking at Holy Trinity; please do note 
that the furthest parking (marked ‘church overflow’) should only be used if really needed, as it belongs to 
the residents of Penn Mead, the apartments next to the hall. The church re-surfaced the car park last year, 
at the same time as we created our ‘sunshine garden’, so we hope to have many years of use from both! 
Once out of your car with your child, do be mindful of other vehicles moving about, and that it is a busy 
road. You can do your part towards making it safer by adhering to the 30 mph speed limit that applies until 
you drive past The Crown heading toward Beaconsfield. As a rule, cars tend to use the opening at the Penn / 
Tylers Green end of the car park to enter, and the Beaconsfield end to exit. It is a bit tricky in terms of vision 
so please take care and stay safe. 
 
You’ll enter the building through the large blue door at the front (see photo). Then keep turning right until 
you see the coat pegs and drawer unit. Now, although your children are very little, we will start as we mean 
to go on, encouraging small steps towards independence. Each child will share a coat peg, where their own 
photo is displayed, so they can readily identify it and begin to be able to hang up their own coat. Outdoor 
shoes should be stored in the labelled shoe drawer unit and indoor shoes put on ready for the session. 
Indoor shoes can be left at nursery ready for the next session.  
 
After changing shoes and hanging up coats, please wait for the hall door to be opened by us. Please 
remember that you are in charge of your child until we greet them INSIDE the hall. We encourage you to 
leave as soon as you would like to, and to avoid congestion this should be out of the other door to the hall 
(we’ll guide you). As parents, you know your children best so please help us to understand how you would 
like to handle the settling-in. We have years of experience between us and are experts in attachment theory, 
so we can offer advice and support all the way. Each child is different and even if your child usually seems 
gregarious and secure, a brand new environment and people can be very daunting. Parents will often say, 
for example, that they come to the hall with their child for a music or ballet class – and as adults it’s logical 
to think that as it’s obviously the same place your child will be happy there. But it’s more complicated than 
that, and an awful lot to assimilate for a young mind; we are on hand to help and reassure you as well as 
your child. 
 



If for any reason you haven’t yet met your child’s key person, please do come and ask for him/her. If your 
child was at Little Oaks Crèche and you feel they are ready, please say goodbye with a big smile, giving them 
the message that you are relaxed about leaving them with us and that they will have a happy time. It’s not 
just about what we say; children pick up on our nervousness and anxiety so if you need to act relaxed, please 
do!  

Your child needs a pair of ‘indoor shoes’, a book bag*, and a small drawstring bag* for spare clothing, 

nappies, etc. and they need to be wearing clothes that can be easily washed and are not precious (uniform is 
you like – this is optional). Indoor shoes will be a soft-soled pair suitable for playing indoors, which we aim to 
keep as clean and homely as possible. Ideal choices are slippers, Doodles or plimsolls, with Velcro or buckles 
rather than laces. Please also be prepared for us to take the children outside most days – so they need 
weather-appropriate outer layers and footwear. PLEASE NAME EVERYTHING! Your child will be unlikely to 
recognise his or her own items at nursery because there are so many more to choose from than at home. 
They also quite often take a fancy to someone else’s and if they are not named children can be very 
convincing when asserting ownership! 
 

Collection:  Follow the same path as when you dropped your child off – then as you come into the hall you 
will see a drawer unit labelled with all the children’s names; book bags will have been placed in drawers for 
when you collect your child (possibly containing a library book or perhaps some artwork or a note from us). 
Most children won’t recognise their names yet but you can help them find their drawer by reminding them 
of the colour and position (this won’t change) until they readily locate it themselves. Children will be 
gathered on a carpet in the corner of the hall and will be dismissed by name into your care. The exit is the 
same door you went out of earlier in the day.  

 

Lunch: If you haven’t previously read our lunchbox guidance leaflet, please ask at nursery. It’s full of ideas as 
well as advice as to the sorts of foods that are suitable (and you’ll see a display in the hall by the exit door). 
Please remember that we have a strict NO NUTS policy; chocolate and sweets are not allowed either as they 
have no nutritional value . Please pack a small plate in with your child’s lunch so we can make sure lunch 
boxes stay off the tables. Those children arriving for the later sessions starting at 11:45 will be invited to join 
a small group listening to stories or involved in a music session, and then be given lots of support to settle in 
before being introduced to a larger group.  
 

Snacks at Little Oaks One: We have milk delivered daily from a local dairy and fruit/vegetables once a 
week from Joe Gleeson, our local butcher. This means we can offer a wide variety of healthy choices 
followed by breadsticks, crackers or similar. Children at Little Oaks One all eat together mid-way into the 
early sessions (and are offered a smaller version of the morning snack towards the end of the afternoon 
session); we help them all to prepare for their snack by washing their hands, selecting their own plate and 
cup, and choosing where they’d like to sit. We then offer the snack and a choice of milk or water, 
encouraging them to try things they might not be familiar with.   
 

Library: We invite children to the library corner daily to share stories and rhymes, when they have the 
opportunity to choose a book to borrow. Once it has gone home, however, we don’t have a specific day 
when we expect it back, so please hold onto a book as long as your child would like to. When they do return 
it, we will encourage them to talk to us about who read it with them, what they may have enjoyed about it, 
etc., before selecting another one. It’s quite normal for a child to choose a book they have at home – so 
please don’t be surprised and do try to be positive about it, enjoying what they have enjoyed – a familiar 
item that connects home and nursery. If the same book keeps coming home, this is at the request of your 
child, so again, please try to see this as a positive thing and help them find something different in it every 
time you read it together. Your child will need a book bag for transporting books and other items to and fro. 

 
 

  



Uniform is available direct from Tesco by following these steps: 
1. Go to www.tesco.com 
2. Click on ‘F&F Clothing’ and click on ‘School Uniform’ 
3. Go to ‘Embroidered Uniform’  
4. Enter your school - Little Oaks Nurseries Ltd 
5. You’ll see the range of available embroidered products. Simply make your purchase and wait for the 

items to arrive at your home address. 
 

*The book bags and PE bags we offer are ideal for the purpose. Backpacks tend to be bulky and fill space that is 
needed for coats and shoes. 
 

 

Social Media and Staff team:  For what I hope are obvious reasons of confidentiality and child protection, 
Little Oaks staff are not permitted to have social media contact with parents of children at nursery. This 
condition extends to six months after a child has left the nursery, or in the case of families who will return 
with younger children, until six months after the youngest child has left the nursery. We know that many 
friendly relationships grow between teachers and parents (and are glad and supportive of this!) but we hope 
you understand that they will be obliged to decline any invitation to connect online.  
 
Contact list: As we have received consent from all families, we will circulate these details to you so that you 
can organise birthday parties, play dates and the like. The email address I will be using as a default is the 
primary caregiver, but now is a good time to tell me if you’d like another contact, e.g. au pair, nanny, partner 
to receive the newsletters and details of upcoming events. Just reply to this mail with their email address 
and role/relationship to your child.  
 

Invoices: At Little Oaks One you will receive one invoice for the entire nursery year; these will arrive before 
the start of term with clear explanations about payment choices. We have calculated your annual invoice 
taking into account the point at which your child will be eligible for 3-4 year old funding, which is the term 
AFTER your child turns 3. These calculations are taking place now so if you are NOT planning to claim your 15 
hours at Little Oaks please let us know as soon as possible by replying to this email and copying 
madhuri@bcams.co.uk  
 
As ever – email, call or catch me at nursery if you have any questions or concerns. Our website is a great 
place to check on term dates and any new developments: www.little-oaks.org 
 

Thank you for choosing Little Oaks One for your child! We’re looking forward to an exciting year.  
 

Best Wishes 
 
 
 

 
Ruthie  
ruthiepocock@little-oaks.org  or 07881 737149 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
AUTUMN TERM 2017 

Day Date Time Event  

Thursday 14/09/17 9:00 Autumn term begins 

Monday 16/10/17 9:00-11:00 Portrait photos 

Wed-Sun 18-22/10/17  Diwali 

Thursday 19/10/17 6:30 - 9:00 Parents’ Evening (held at LO2) 

Friday 20/10/17  End of half term 

Monday 30/10/17 9:00  Beginning of second half of Autumn term 

Friday 17/11/17  Children in Need 

Monday 27/11/17  Shoebox Appeal begins 

Thursday 14/12/17 11:45 Sing-along Nativity & end of term  

Monday 18/12/17  Shoebox gifts delivered to charity offices 
 

SPRING TERM 2018 

Day Date Time Event  

Monday 8/1/18 9:00 Spring term begins 

Friday 9/2/18  End of half term (usual times) 

Wednesday 14/2/18  Valentine’s Day  

Friday  16/2/18  Chinese New Year 

Monday 19/2/18 9:00 Beginning of second half of Spring term 

W/b  26/2/18  Parent meetings begin 

Friday 9/3/18 9:00-10:00 Mummy & Me 

Monday 11/3/18  Mothering Sunday 

W/b 26/3/18  Easter visits by Rev. Mike Bisset 

Thursday 29/3/18  Finish for Easter (usual times) 

Friday 30/3/18  Good Friday 

Sunday 1/4/18  Easter Sunday 

Monday 16/4/18  National School Offer Day 
 

SUMMER TERM 2018 

Day Date Time Event 

Monday  23/4/18 9:00  Summer term begins 

Monday  7/5/18 All day BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 22/5/18 9:00 Group photos 

Friday  26/5/18  End of half term (usual times) 

Monday  4/6/18  Beginning of second half of Summer term 

Thursday 14/6/18 9:00–10:00 Me and my Dad do… obstacle racing 

Friday 15/6/18  Eid-al-Fitr 

Tuesday 3/7/18 All day Nursery & School transition day 

 


